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TO:    Chief Executive Officers 
 
FROM:  Kenneth E. Raske, President  
 
RE:  GNYHA/UHF Offering Nursing Homes an Antibiotic Stewardship Certificate Program 
  
GNYHA and the United Hospital Fund (UHF) are pleased to announce a new certificate program to 
manage antibiotic use in nursing homes. Hospitals and health systems are encouraged to share this 
program announcement with nursing homes, particularly those with which they share patients. The 
program will build on the success of a previous GNYHA/UHF antibiotic stewardship program (ASP) 
initiative offered in 2015-16 to hospitals implementing ASPs. An application with details on institutional 
commitments and program goals is attached. 
 
Offered in collaboration with the New York State Council of Health-system Pharmacists, the certificate 
program consists of two parts: a home study component that must be completed first, followed by a two-
day live training program. Pharmacists, including nursing home pharmacy consultants, infection 
prevention nurses, and physicians from nursing homes are encouraged to participate. The program’s goal 
is to provide the knowledge base and peer mentorship to help nursing homes develop and expand 
antibiotic stewardship programs.  
 
Following the two-day program, GNYHA, UHF, and expert faculty will provide ongoing support to 
participants as they implement and advance their ASPs. The certificate program will be held as follows: 
 
DATES:  Thursday, May 18, 2017 and Friday, May 19, 2017 
TIMES:  5:00 p.m.–7:30 p.m. (May 18) and 

 8:30 a.m.–3:00 p.m. (May 19) 
LOCATION:  GNYHA 15th Floor Conference Center 

555 West 57th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10019 

 
Participating facilities will be asked to complete an assessment of current antibiotic stewardship practices. 
In addition, details about the ASP will be discussed during an initial GNYHA/UHF webinar to be held as 
follows: 
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DATE:   Thursday, March 1, 2017 
TIME:   2:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m. 
REGISTRATION: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7333405387560510978 

You must register to participate. You will receive an email confirming your 
registration and the option to add the webinar information to your calendar. 

 
The webinar will provide information and next steps for nursing homes interested in completing an 
assessment of current practices and learning more about developing an ASP in their facility. Program 
faculty will also discuss the components and institutional commitments required for participation in the 
program.  
 
We hope that you will encourage your nursing home partners to participate in this important program. 
Please contact Zeynep Sumer King (zsumer@gnyha.org or 212-258-5315) with any questions. 
 
Attachment 
 
cc:   Chief Medical Officers 

Chief Quality Officers 
  Infection Control Directors 

Infection Reduction Advisory Workgroup 
  Antimicrobial Stewardship Program Advisory Panel 
 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7333405387560510978
mailto:zsumer@gnyha.org?subject=ML-14
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ANTIBIOTIC STEWARDSHIP CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

I. OVERVIEW OF THE GNYHA/UHF ANTIBIOTIC STEWARDSHIP CERTFICATE PROGRAM 

Greater New York Hospital Association (GNYHA), in partnership with the United Hospital Fund (UHF), is launching a new 

program that uses a team approach to manage antibiotic use in nursing homes. During the first part of this initiative, 

GNYHA, UHF, and the New York State Council of Health-system Pharmacists (NYSCHP) will offer a comprehensive two-day 

Antibiotic Stewardship Certificate Program. The program’s goal is to provide the knowledge base and mentorship to help 

nursing homes develop or move their existing antibiotic stewardship programs (ASP) to the next level, using a multidisci-

plinary team approach to ensure the proper use of antibiotics. 

II. CERTIFICATE PROGRAM COMPONENTS 

Participants are required to complete both parts of the certificate program—a home study component (Part 1) and the live, 

in-person training program (Part 2) to be held at GNYHA. Parts 1 and 2 must be completed in succession. Participants cannot 

participate in the live training without first completing the home study program. Details are as follows: 

Part 1—Home Study 
• Participants are required to independently complete a rigorous home study consisting of no less than five hours of 

reading, as well as pass an examination with a score of 70% or higher.
• Home study information will be sent by GNYHA to participants upon registering for the program, or 30 days prior to 

the live training program.
• At the conclusion of the home study component, participants will be able to:

• define the components of an ASP
• identify factors contributing to antibiotic resistance growth
• develop and implement evidence-based treatment guidelines using local microbiology data

Part 2—Live Training Program 
• Participants must attend both days of the training and pass an examination at the end of the sessions with a score 

of 70% or higher. 
• The training will be held May 18–19, 2017, at GNYHA, 555 West 57th Street, NYC.
• The training comprises a combination of lecture and workshops, including interactive case studies and data set 

workgroups. 
• At the conclusion of the training program, participants will be able to: 

• discuss improvement in stewardship programs
• develop strategies for engaging commitment from all members of the ASP team

GNYHA and UHF are applying for continuing education credits for physicians and nurses through Montefiore Medical Cen-

ter and the Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University.

NYSCHP has applied for the pharmacy continuing education credits through the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Edu-

cation. Upon completion of all parts of the program, formal certificates of achievement will be mailed to participants.

III. INSTITUTIONAL COMMITMENTS 

Nursing homes are encouraged to nominate a physician, nurse, and/or pharmacist to attend and complete the certificate 

program. These clinicians should be well versed in their home institution’s antibiotic stewardship practices, and will be ex-

pected to act as champions for implementation after completing the program. 



ANTIBIOTIC STEWARDSHIP CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

In addition to choosing the appropriate participants, the program requires a commitment by the participating institution 

to conduct the following activities:
• Complete an assessment of your nursing home’s current antibiotic stewardship practices (due date to be announced). 

Only one assessment per facility should be filled out. GNYHA and UHF recommend that the assessment be complet-

ed by the team at your facility that manages antibiotic stewardship. The assessment will be made available online in 

the coming weeks.
• Participate and complete both the Home Study and Live Training Program portions of the antibiotic stewardship 

certificate program, described above.
• Institutional participation on all GNYHA and UHF coaching webinars and related activities focused on ASP imple-

mentation strategies.
• Engage with key infectious disease and pharmacy professionals participating in the GNYHA/UHF initiative to select, 

develop goals for, and implement one or more components of core strategies, derived from the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention’s publication on the Core Elements of Hospital Antibiotic Stewardship Programs.

These requirements will be discussed in detail during the March 2, 2017 webinar, which we encourage you to attend. A 

separate notice will be sent.

IV. PARTICIPANT REGISTRATION 

Please agree to the institutional commitments and register participants at the following link: https://www.surveymonkey.

com/r/9TVD787. 

https://www.cdc.gov/longtermcare/prevention/antibiotic-stewardship.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9TVD787
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9TVD787

